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‘* BEHOLD I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 
‘0. 37. NEW-HAVEN, FEBRUARY 12, 1820. Vol. IV. 
From the Panoplist. ceed to these several places, as soon as 


TOUR TO CHOULE, 


Narrative of a Tour to Choule, near 
Bombay, for the purpose of establish- 
ing Schools, distributing Books, and 
preaching the Gospel, by Rev. Gor- 
ites Hatt, American Missionary. 


We have long considered it as ex- 
tremely desirable, that we should have 
access to the continent, for the purpose 
of distributing more widely the books 
we print, of preaching more extensively 
the Gospel of Christ, and of establishing 
at a distaace those native schools, in 
which might be taught the doctrines of 
salvation as Well as the rudiments of hu- 
man learning. How far we might be 
enabled to extend our operations in 
these various ways, we have ever con- 
sidered as doubtful. 

Feeling it our duty to employ every 
means in our power, to advance our 
oe great object of promoting Christian 
cnowledge i in this region, I proposed to 
the brethren to visit several places on 
the Continent, should they think it ad- 
visable, and should no impediment lie in 
our way. They all approved of it, and 
agreed in thinking it expedient for me 
lirst to wait on the Governor, and con- 
verse with him concerning the object of 
the proposedtour. I accordingly waited 

on his excellency, and was received by 
him with his usual condescension and 
kindness. His excellency repeated his 
expressions of confidence in us, and of 
his entire satisfaction in regard to the 
manner in which we were pursuing our 
object, and was perfectly ready to grant 
us any indulgence in extending our op- 
erations beyond the limits of Bombay. 
He said he felt no objection to my going 
anv where. 

A few days after, | obtained the cus- 
fomary passport for going to Choule, 
Cullam, and -Basseen, intending to pre- 


I might find it convenient. 

October 28, 1818. About 10 o’chock 
I embarked from Bombay in a patemar, 
for Choule. The boat belonged to that 
place, and was manned with about ten 
Mussulmauns, and had on board about 
the same number of passengers, who 
also were Mussulmauns. 1 was accom- 
panied by the Jew, Samuel Yasoph, 
who has been the teacher of our Jew- 
ish school in Bombay, ever since its es- 
tablishment. Having had experience 
of his ability as a school teacher,, and 
he being a native of Choule, it was 
thought best that he should go with me; 
and that he should be employed in teach- 
ing a school there, should it finally be 
thought expedient to begin schools in 
that region. 

No sooner had I gone on board, than 
the crew and my fellow passengers were 
inquisitive to know who I was, what 
was my profession, and what my object. 
And, as their custom is, these inquiries 
were directed not to me, but to the na~ 
tive, the Jew, who was with me. Be- 
ing informed that I was a padre, (the 
common word in and about this country, 
for priest,) and that my object was to 
teach a certain religion, to distribute 
books,,and to establish charity schools, 
we very naturally fell into conversation 
on these subjects. 

I conversed a little ; but perceiving 
the approach of that severe sea-sickness 
which I always experience when I go 
on the water, [ proposed to my Jewish 
companion, who was not thus aflected, 
to read one of the tracts to the people. 
He readily complied, and began to read 
the first tract of the Scripture history. 
A part of the people sat around him to 
—_ 

s he read, I occasionally made re- 
marks, and they made various observa- 
tions, sho ving that they kad some little 
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knowledge of Moses, and his account 
of the creation; of Adam and Eve, of 
Cain and Abel, of Noah and the flood ; 
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solo- 
mon, and other characters and events 
recorded in the Scriptures. They read- 
ily assented to what they, had heard, 
and seemed highly grateful, until we 
came to the reflection on the fall of man 
and his redemption through a Saviour’s 


blood, and then, like all the votaries of 


the Arabian impostor, they started at 
the name “ Son of God,” and, as taught 
by their arch deceiver, they were ready 
to turn away with contempt. But I 
desired them to listen to the explanation 
which they did, until both reader and 
hearers, in addition to a partial sea-sisk- 
ness, were almost overcome by the ex- 
cessive heat of a vertical sun, shedding 
his scorching rays upou our open boat. 
The exercise was therefore discontinued, 
and each one made himself as comforta- 
ble as he could. 

In about five hours from the time of 
sailing we landed at what is by E-urope- 
ans called Choule ; but what the natives 
uniformly call Rawadunda, about three 
miles to the east of which is the town 
properly called Choule, and which is 
not in the English territory, but in the 
dominions of Agrea, King of Calaba. 

Here, in a small compass, are six or 
eight towns belonging to the English, 
and in these towns there may be 30,000 
inhabitants, who, excepting about 200 
Reman Catholics, and 50 families of 
Jews, and a few Mahommedans, are all 
Hindeos. ‘This place has had a succes- 
sion of masters, and has experienced 
great changes. Soon after the Portu- 
guese came to this country, they here 
commenced a settlement. The fort 
which they ‘built m front of the 
town of Rowadunda, was one anda 
half mile in circumference, with lofty 
walls and numerous towers, Nota sin- 
gle human being now inhabits this spa- 
cious fortification. It is all one uniform 
cocoanut grove, spreading a wide mel- 
ancholy shade over the mouldering ru- 
ins of temples, monasteries, and other 
edifices, both public and private,—once 
the superb mansions of a Christian peo- 
ple; but now merely the abode of loath- 





some vermin. Within two miles of th 
same spot, the ruins of Mahommeday 
fortifications, temples seraglios, an 
monuments in their burying grounds, 
show, that here, at some former period 
another empire must have risen up, 
flourished, and then vanished away. 

It is now about six months since this 
territory passed from the Mahratia sove. 
reign into the hands of the English. 

Immediataly on my landing, I walked 
nearly a mile to the further side of the 
town, and there took up my. quarters 
with a Jewish family. I was so ex. 
hausted with sea-sickness, heat and oth. 
er fatigue, as to be quite unfit for any 
further exertions. _ After sitting a while, 
however, I concluded to take a walk into 
the fort. 

On my way I called at the tent of as 
English officer, who was residing there 
a short time, for the purpose of taking a 
survey of the fort and district. He re- 
ceived me kindly; and, after taking a 
walk with him among the ruins of the 
fort, [ returned and dined with him, and 
at about 9 o’cloek again reached my 
lodgings. ‘This closed the labours of 
the day. 

29. In the morning EF arose quite re- 
freshed with the repose of the night, and 
encouraged with the hope of doing some- 
thing towards diffusing a knowledge of 
the Saviour among this numerous hea- 
then people, who i suppose were never 
before visited by a Protestant mission- 
ary. 

Before breakfast I walked through 
the town to the sea-shore. On my way, 
near the beach, I passed two Hindoo 
temples, which bore the marks of indi- 


gence and neglect. In front of ong o: 


these temples I stopped, and briefly ad- 
dressed a number ef people, and calle:i 
upon them to renounce their idols, te 
worship God their Maker, to repent o: 
their sins, and to believe in Christ their 
Redeemer. 


Returned to breakfast. My arrival 


having been published the preceding 
evening, and some few books. having 
heen distributed, many people came 
early for books to my lodgings. I reac 
nad spoke to a large number, and gave 
them books at their own earnest reques'. 











After breakfast, accompanied by two 

Jews I walked through Derwajabahore, 

Kaup, and Taronda, three town’s lying 

on the sea-board to the north of the fort. 

In these towns I stopped and distributed 

some books, and addressed such of the 
ple as I found disengaged. 

On our way back we turned eastward, 
entered the territory of the native 
yrince, Angrea, and visited a large Hin- 
doo temple about two miles east of the 
jort. ‘The principal temple is a large, 
costly, but very ancient building, sur- 
rounded by a number of inferior ones. 
jt stands in a solitary place, and around 
it are but a very few poor native huts. 
This temple is far superior to all the 
k inte J other temples in this region. Still but 

very few persons are attached to it, and 





Of aa HH it is manifestly a place of but little 
there IP sort. Near the temple J sat down under 
Inga ‘he shade of a tree. Eight or ten per- 
e re. sons came and sat down with me. An 
ing a aged Hindoo, with expressions of much 
"the xindness, brought me the milk and meat 
and of acocoanut with some sugar, and de- 
my sired me torefresh myself, ‘This I was 
3 of very glad to do, for it was now about the 
middle of the day, and I had walked 
> re- jour or five miles in a yery hot sun. I 
and mproved the opportunity by addressing 
me- tie people on the subject of salvation. I 
of save them a few books, which I desired 
ea- them to read repeatedly, and to consider 
ver 7 seriously; assuring them that if they 
on~ would follow the directions contained in 
those books, they would obtain the par- 
ch don of their sins, the favour of God, and 
y; the happiness of heaven. I then took 
90 leave of them, and returned to my quat- 
it ers. 
Or After resting two or three hours, I 
i started at half past three o’clock in com- 
ef pany with three Jews, intending to visit 
© some temples about four miles to the east, 
ri of Angrea’s territory. On my way f 
r passed by those mouldering monuments 
ef Mahomedan faith and power, before 
L mentioned. The first village I passed 


: through is called Kotwer, and contains 
«bout 75 families, and a large Mussul- 
man burying ground. But here [neither 
net with any of the inhabitants, who are 
orincipally fishermen, -nor distributed 
wnv books. 
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I then passed on to the town properly 
called Choule, which I was told contain- 
ed 1,500 or 2,000 inhabants. They 
seemed very friendly, and appeared to 
be familiayly acquainted with my Jewish 
companion our schoolmaster. ‘Through 
him I learned, that there was no school 
in the place, but that there was a man 
who would be glad to teach one, and 
that it would be pleasing to the people 
tohaveone. It was now late in the day. 
I made some short stops, spoke to afew 
of the people and gave them books. 

I next turned to the north, towards 
the temples on the brow of a mountain, 
which I had hoped to visit. But after 
walking a while longer, I found they 
were so distant, and so difficult of ac- 
cess, that I could not well reach them, 
and so relinquished the object. 

I then bent my course towards my 
lodgings, and taking a more inland road, 
I travelled most of the way in Angrea’s 
dominions, passed by several forsaken 
temples, both Hindoo and Mahommedan 
and one guard house of his Hindoo Me» 
jesty. Distributing a few books on the 
way, without much intercourse with the 
few people I saw on the road, I reached 
my lodgings about sunset, and was not 
a little fatigued with my walks of not 
less than 15 miles in the day. Soon af- 
ter my return more people came for 
books, many of whom I was obliged to 
refuse, asmy stock was now nearly ex~ 
pended. But I did not dismiss them, 
till ihadgiven them a word of instruc; 
tion and exhortation. 

30.—People came in the morning for 
books. I read one of the tracts to 
them, addressed them, and gave tham a 
few books. 

After breakfast I passed over in a fer- 
ry boat to the opposite side of the bay, 
and visited a small village called Boar- 
lee. Here I found the meagre remnant 
of that Roman Catholic tpopulation, 
which once must have been extremely 
numerous, opuleut, aud powerful in -this 
region. I first called on the only Cath- 
olic clergyman inthe distriet, who very 
courteously received me, He was ana- 
tive of Goa, and spoke the language of 
the Concan so imperfeetly, that we could 
interchange but few-ideas. His apart- 
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ments, as is usual, were ina small build- 
ing adjoining the church, and they bore 
every mark of extreme solitude and in- 
digence. In mournful accents he told 
me, that the whole number of Catholics 
including two orthree families in Raw- 
adunda, did not exceed 200 souls. In 
reply to my enquiries, he said, that no 
exertions were now made to gain prose- 
lytes from among the natives. At my 
desire he accompanied me into the 
church, which is the only one in the re- 
gion that has not fallen in. the common 
desolotion of Portuguese grandeur. And 
indeed, a partof the roof of this church 
has fallen in, andit is but meagerly fur- 
nished with that superstitious trumpery 
and that ridiculous finery, which I have 
been accustomed to see in ether Catholic 
churches. 

I gave to the priest the Acts of the 
Apostles and two tracts, which he said 
he would cause to be read to him; for 
though he understood something of the 
language, he could speak it but very im- 
perfectly, and could not read it at all. 

On taking my leave of the priest, I 
walked a short distance to the Hindoo 
village. As I entered it, a principal 
man of the place invited me to his house, 
and desired me to take some refresh- 
ment. Ithanked him for his kindness, 
but declined his proflered hospitality, as 
I wanted nothing but a draught of wa- 
ter. Here I conversed with a number 
of people, and gave my host twe tracts, 
which he accepted with apparent grati- 
tude. I learned that there was no school 
in the place, but that twenty-five or thir- 
ty boys might easily be collected into 2 
school. 

At a small distance I saw a miserable 
jooking temple, and a large collection 
of people, and heard abundance of mu- 
sic and noise. I advanced to the spot, 
and found a large number of the villa 
gers, men, women, and children, assem- 
bled for religious worship, it being the 
great Hindoo festival called Dewally. 
The occasion was extraordinary, but the 
worship in which these people were en- 
gaged were such as I had never before 
seen. The object of their ceremonies 
was to bring the devil into a certain man 
who would thereby become the guardi 
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an deity of the place, and defend its jp. 
habitants from the ravages and assaults 
ofdisease. To such strange expedients 
these people seemed to impute their pre. 
servation from the ravages of the Chole. 
ra Morbus, which has been so destruct. 
ive throughout the country generally, 
‘but which, they boastingly said, had not 
attacked a single living thing in their 
village. 

The man who was thus to be deified, 
or rather demenified, was placed in the 
midst of the temple, covered with ashes 
and filth, reclining on the ground, with 
his head supported on the lap of anoth- 
er man, who was jingling a little bell 
over it, while several persons were strik- 
ing up their barbarous music, and others 
employed in making burnt offerings to 
the misshapenidols. Ata little distance 
from the temple, I saw a kid, whose 
head was severed from the body. This 
was the only one I had noticed in the 
place, and it had been offered in sacri- 
fice to the idol. I greatly wished to ad- 
dress this poor deluded multitude; but 
perceiving that I could not do it without 
violence to their religious ceremony, I 
made a few observations to some people, 
who were standing a little aside, and 
then proceeded to the old Portuguese for- 
tifications, on a lofty height at a short 
distance. 

In these fortifications I found the ruins 
ef one spacious Catholic church, some 
very old and heavy pieces of ordnance, 
and some native soldiers. I remained 
with them more than an hour, conversed 
with them ona variety of subjects, and 
gave tlrem christian instruction. Not 
ene of them could read, and I therefore 
left no books with them. On descend- 
ing from the summit, I returned to the 
house where I had been so hospitably 
received. ‘The assembly at the temple 
was entirely dispersed. My host again 
mvited me to take some refreshment, 
and now feeling the want of it, 1 grate- 
fully accepted his invitation, and regal- 
ed myself on some unleavened cake, » 
cocoa-nut, and some toddy.* A _ few 





* A juice drawn from varieus kinds of palm 
by cutting off the branch intended by nature 
te prodnce fruit, and reeeiving frem the 
wounded branch the san, 
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seople came round and J read part of one 
nf the tracts, and spoke briefly to them. 
We then took a very friendly leave, and 
returned back. I should have observed, 
that 1 gave books to several other per- 
sons, among Whom were two men, ‘be- 
longing and returning to Hopsee See- 
dee’s territory, who is a petty sovereign, 
residing about 30 miles distant from 
Choule. 

$1.—Conversad with a number of 
people at my lodgings before breakfast. 
After breakfast J walked-round the town, 
aud stopped in-several places ; preach- 
ed to a considerable number of people, 
id distributed some books. 

Inthe afternoon, I walked, in compo- 
ay with the Jewish schoolmaster, and 
several others, through Rawadunda, 
Derwajabahare, Kaup, Taronda, and 
Aglawea-cheewanda. Jn.all these pla- 
ces I stopped occasionally, addressed 
many of the fpeople, and distributed a 
few books, This was my last walk a- 
mong the villages. I had engaged to go 
on board the same night, and embark for 
Bombay. 

As ] returned to my quarters, T had 
more applications for books, and fur- 
ther opportunities to impart Christian in- 
struction to the people. But my stock 
of books was now quite exhausted, and I 
could only tell the applicants, that i 
would endeavour soon to send more from 
Bombay. Among others, who came to 
the place, was a military officer of 
Angrea, and te him I gave the only book 
I had reserved for my own use, to read 
to the people as occasion might offer. 
This officer was on horseback, and his 
was the only horse I saw in the place, 


and besides which I saw no means for 


conveyance whatever, in all the places J 
visited. 

Now, on the eve of my departure, I 
was invited to dine with a Jew, a money 
changer, and one of the principal Jew- 
ish inhabitants of the place. ‘This in- 
vitation was quite unexpected, as | an- 
ticipated no communion with the still 
ceremonious children of Abrahaim.— 
Nothing very interesting occurred on the 
occasion, éxcept that the Jewish school- 
master, sometime before we resorted to 
the place of entertainment, to!d me thet 
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he maust first go and kill the fowl on 
which we were to dine, as there was ne 
other person in the place who could 
draw the bleed in a Levitical manner. 
Only two Jews sat down to eat with me, 
and as we finished, the same school-mas- 
ter, who seemed to'be the acting Levite, 
said he would pronounce the blessing ac- 
cording totheir custom. If told him we 
were bound to receive our daily brea 

with thankful hearts. ‘Then, as we re 

mained sitting, he pronounced two or 
three Hebrew sentences. Short!y after, 
about 10 o’clock, P. M. we repaired to 
the boat, in which we had taken passage 
for Bombay. 

But how hard is it totturn away from 
afield already so white for the harvest ! 
And how desirable that labourers should 
be speedily sent forth, before the noddins 
harvest drop into the dust aud is lost. 

In all the towns I have visited I hay 
not seen one school, and am told that 
there is net one. Formerly there were 
several, but the increasing poverty a: 
the people, as they said, had dipersed 
these schools. ‘They appeared cesirous 
of having thent revived; and several, 
who had once been schoo] teachers, di 


sired to be employed by us, should we 


establish any charity schools. In the 
towns I visited there is ample room for 
ten schools. [low vastly important 
that an adequate number skould be es. 
tablished; and whocan tel! to what as 
extent it might subserve the cause ot 


Christ, to have the.princip!es of his ey 


erlasting gospel taught in such a wambe: 
of schools. 
I found the Jews at Choule in a mor 


indigent and obscure condition than ] 
had expected. According to the bes; 
information that I could ebtain. there 
are not more than forty-five families ot 
Jewsin theimmediate vicinity of Choule 
They have no synagesue, bui hold thei 


worship in a private house. \They ap- 


pearto have but little regard for the Sab- 


bath, and there is not a well informed 
man among them. The number o! 
books which 1 have distributed, was a 
bout two hundred. 

Nov. 2. 
ed with rich experience of divine good 


a 


ness, and feund mv family and fellow. 
. ‘ 


Arrived in Bombay crown- 
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Jabourers all well. The distance from 
Choule to Bombay is not more than 25 
or 30 miles. 

We immediately consulted on the 
expediency of establishing schools at 
Choule, and agreed to fix one in the 

at town of Rawadunda, to be taught 
by the Jew who accompanied me there ; 
and one in the town of Kaup. ‘The 
former school is designed to receive all 
the Jewish boys that can be obtained, 
and more or less Hindoo boys. 

17. The schoolmaster left us for 
Choule, furnished with 434 books, 
chiefly for distribution. 

30. A letter from the Jewish school- 
master informs us, that he has begun his 
school, and has 30 boys ;—that a school 
is opened in Kaup, and has 20 boys, 
and in both schools the number of boys 
is increasing. 


——— 


CONVERSION OF A BUDHIST 
PRIEST. 


An interesting account is given in the Lon- 
don Methodist Magazine, of the life and con- 
version from heathenism to Christianity, of 
Grorece Navoris De Sitrva, Samara Mana 
Navexa, late a Budhist Priest in the Island of 
Ceylon. We make a few extracts descriptive 
of the character of the man, and to show the 
influence and power of the gospel among the 
heathen. 


The Missionary writes : 


Another circumstance will show 
how exceedingly shrewd a person he 
is, and how necessary it is for persons 
in our situation, and especially in our 
intercourse with the inguiring heathen, 
to be on our guard even in the small- 
est matters. One day, I had been 
waiting for him, as usual, at the ap- 
pointed hour, and observed him com- 
ing up the street; but instead of his 
éalling, he rode by the door, as though 
not intending to pay us a visit. On 
this I immediately sent a messenger 
after him, to tell him I was waiting 
his usua! visit. He immediately or- 


dered his palanquin bearers to torn 
back, and put him down at our door. 
As soon as he saw me he said, “I 
thought I would try you to day. I 
have ofien come and sat down with you, 
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and you have conversed with me in {iy 
freest and fullest manner. But | 
thought 1 would try for once if yo, 
had_love-enough for my soul, and de. 
sire enough for my conversation, 1) 
call me in, in case you saw me goin 
by your house.” He then entered, a; 
usual, info Conversation on the subjec 
of Christianity. 

fle did not urge with great force, the 
argument, “that Christians were n, 
betier than other people.”—I_ believe 
he has set a very close watch uponus: 
and we have sometimes supposed thi 
he had his spies observiog our conduct, 

i remember one day, having been 
under the painful necessity of submii- 
ting to punish one of our servants fo; 
thefi, about two or three hours only be. 
fure one of his daily visits. He had 
had notice of the circumstance; and 
when he arrived, he took his seat wit) 
a degree of triumph, referring to the 
circumstance, and intimating that it 
was rather a sign of the defect of our 
religion, that we were obliged to have 
recourse to the civil magistrate to make 
our servants honest; and added, “If 
you cannot make your own servants 
good, who live in the same house with 
yourselves, how can you expect to con- 
vert me, and make me a good Chris- 
lian, who have not that advantage.” 
We explained to him, that conversion 
was a work of God; and that we could 
only pray for our servants, and in- 
struct them, and set them a good ex- 
ample ; and.that if, afterall, they were 
bad characters, the fault was in them- 
selves, and not in our religion. We 
likewise convinced him that it was with 
the utmost reluctance, and from the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, 
that we had consented to the punish- 
mentof the dishonest servant. 

He sometimes evinced considerable 


respect for the ministerial and missiona- . 


ry character; and drew many com- 
parisons, which shewed that he was a 
man of much observation on the con- 
duct of the Christian part of society. 
We nevertheless felt it our duty to 
check every thing of an uncharitable 
condemning ef persons indiscrimipate- 
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ly, who might, in sone points, differ 
fom those in whose favour he might 
have formed a prepossession. — But 
while we did this, we assured him that 
we held it essential to salvation that 
there should be a consistency between 
our practice and our faith and profes- 
sioa; and were obliged to allow that the 
unholy lives of many, who call them- 
selves Christians, was a stumbling 
block in the way of the i inquiring hea: 
then, and gave Cause to unbelievers to 
gainsay the religion such persons pro- 
fessed. 

When making such observations as 
these, brother Clough and { were al- 
most led, sometimes, to conclude he 
was on the verge of becoming a Chris- 
tian; but we found him very fluciua- 
ting, and often had to go over the same 
ground again. I have many times 
thought he did it'to try our patience; 
as there are few virtues which rank 
higher among the Orientals than self- 
command in disputation and contra- 
diction; a virtue in which, as far as [ 
have been enabled to observe, the na- 
tives of India are peculiar porficients. 
Any undue warmth, therefore, in ar- 
gument; a display of mortification or 
unpatience, weighs more with an Iudi- 
an, thao fifty subequent sy!logisms. 

Thougty Rajagooroo had many times 

confessed the existence of the eternal 
God, he wou'd often times state new 
objections in the form of interogations. 
We have answered a host of these, ap: 
parently to his satisfaction. But sul 
he continued to keep up the same kind 
of warlare ;—and we saw oo likelihood 
of bringing the matter toa conclusion, 
since, every day, he came with new 
difficulties. At last 1 determined f 
would begin myself to propose a few 


interrogatories, in order to convince 


hii that difficulties in solution were no 
invariable sign of error in position,— 
and that it was easy te slart objections, 
aud put questions which could not be 
auswered. 

The next day he came as usual, and 
began proposiug his questions. I ob- 
served to him pleasantly, that it was 
much more easy to ask questions, than 
Sometimes to answer tien; and that 
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as we had answered him a great num- 
ber, if he would give me leave, 1 would 
ask him one question, as a proof of 
this, which I was sure he could not an- 
swer candidly, without disproving his 
own religious systein. Smiling, with 
a kind of certainty of success,be imme 

diately replied, that he would most 
willingly hear my question. 

“Weill,” said I, “how can you as. 
count for it that the human body is pos- 
sessed of such and such highly conven- 
ient and necessary organs, aud that the 
various operations of nature are per- 
formed ix such and such becoming and 
suitable ways? How is it that these 
things are not done so and so”” 
him, at the same time some p'ain and 
evident examples of whatl referred to > 
“Oh,” said he, “there is no difficult, 
atal!in that. When the first people 
come iuto existence, it chanced to be 
so, and it has continued sv ever since.” 
I begged to observe to him, tilat such 
an auswer, he must be convinced, was 
by no means such as would have sa}: 
fied his mind if we bad given it to him 
in answer fo one of his own inquiries. 
That if we traced mankind up through 
all its preceding generations trom sa 


(giving 


to father, until we should come to the . 


first inhabitants of the world, we could 
not believe that, with all theiy faeuities 
of body and mind, they could have 
come inte existence merely in a way 
ot chance. ‘That if the organs of the 
human body had been produced and 
disposed of by chance, we should 
have expecied to have seen the mouth 
and the eyes trausposed, and an arm 
to be growing out of the bead instead 
of a nose. 

‘¢ Chance isa word,” said 1, “which 
does not admit of being associated 
with any thing like uniformity, and 
had we derived our being from such a 
source, their certainly would have been 
no opparent design ov adaptuess to our 
future comfort, such as we Cannot 
help beholding in our organization. 
Chance is nothing; and like begets i's 
like: therefore nothing can proceed 
from nothing. If thevetore this be vie 
best auswer you can give, it shou'd 
teach you how defective ts your system 
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jn its very first principles. And whatev- 
er morais such a religion may contain, 
this one defect of attributing creation 
to chance, and .obbing the Deity of 
the glory of its formation, taints all the 
branches of your system; and like a 
flowing stream, which is poisoned at 
its source, it carries the deadly quality 
wherever its waters extend. With 
this difference, still move worthy of at- 
tention and observation, that poisoned 
water affects only the body, which 
sooner or later is due to mortality, but 
a poisoned religion aflects the immortal 
soul, paraly'ses all its noble efforts, and 
defeats every blissful purpose of ex- 
istence. Our religion,’ | continued, 
“is not attended by such evils and ob- 
jections. Ifit were, | would this mo- 
ment shut up my Bible, and becomea 
man of the world, and never more 
speak a word in its behalf. When I 
look at my own body, I consider that 
I carry about with me, not only an 
evide ce of the existence of God, to 
commard my reverence; but I am 
in myself, in my bodily organization, a 
standingjsermon on his power, wisdom, 
and goodness, which if | am properly 
affected thereby, produces lively affec 
tionate remembrances, and constant 
ious “*votions. Thus, if I am ask- 
ed, why | am formed so and so, and 
possessed of such and such faculties of 
mind and body, our bely Scriptures 
teach me to reply, I am the workman. 
ship of that God who made heaven and 
earth. Hehas made the vast human 
family, that they night glorify him in 
their own happiness ; and hence we are 
endowed with suitable faculties of miuad 
and body, with a view to that end; 
and not one faculty is superfluous, or 
by the minutest research can be ascer- 
tained to be deficient, for any of the 
purposes of human comfort.” 

He acknowledged the propriety of 
this appeal, and was again brought 
to profess his faith in the supreme Cre- 
ator! Some difficulties, however, 
seemed to occur to his mind, relative 
to the prevalence of natural evil, and 
he observed, he couid still hardly re- 
concile himself to our system, when he 
reflected on the number of sicknesses 
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aud miseries which are in the world. 
and which he could not conceiv, 
could exist, had all things been the 
production, and still continued unde; 
the government of a powerful an 
merciful supreme Creator. 

However, he very patiently and cap. 
didly listened to us, while pointing 
out to him the manner in which pain 
aud death were introduced into the 
world. And when we had directed 
his attention to the exercise which the 
ills of humanity gave to the sympa- 
thies of our nature ; and the salutary 
and blessed consequences resulting 
from sanctified afflictions, even in ca- 
ses in which prosperity had long prov- 
ed insufficient to reform the vicious, he 
seemed fully satisfied. And indeed, 
when one considers the corrective ten- 
dency of what is called natura/ evil, so 
far from favouring the sentiments of 
the atheists, it weighs powerfully on 
the other side of the question ; and if 
properly viewed in this light, is as 
strong an argument iu favour of a Di- 
vine Creator and Providence, as the 
existance of an instrument of correc- 
tion ina family, is an evidence that 
there is some one at the head of the 
household, who justly sustains that 
character, and exercises his discipline 
over it. Whatever other objections, 
therefore, those who wish to cavil may 
affect to raise upon this fact, yet so far 
from its disproving a creative and pro- 
vidential energy, if is a streng pre- 
sumptive evidence in its favour. 

By this time Rajagooroo had thrown 
off every thing of the opponent, when 
conversing with us relative to Chris- 
tianity; and our various interviews 
with him began to assume a calmer 
and more pleasing aspect. He was 
now busily employed in collecting in- 
formation from every quarter, and was 
officially spoken of from the pulpit, as 
one whose belief of Christianity was- 
beyord a doubt. 

But still he wore his Budbist robes, 
and hence the worshippers of Budhu 
did not give any credit to the reports 
which were in circulation relative to 
the change in his religious views. We, 
therefore, resolved to propose to him 
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the propriety of his making a public 
renunciation of idolatry, promising him 
if he did, that we would receive him in- 
io our house, allot him an apartment 
to himself, and supply ail his wants. 
He received our offer with much appas 
rent thankfulness, but. urged that he 
had some affairs to setile at his temple, 
before he could publicly avow his con- 
victons in favour of Christianity. For 
this purpose, he said, he would imme- 
diately repair to Dadalla, and, on his 
return to Colombo, he would, without 
hesitation, attach himself to the true 
religion, and make a public renuncia- 
tion of his former faith, by submitting 
tothe sacred ordinance of Christian 
baptism. 


(To be continued. ) 





BURMAH DESPOTISM. 


CaucuTra, Sept. i. 

His Burmah Majesty, the King of A- 
va, departed this life on the Sth of June, 
1819, at a very advanced age, and after 
a reign of eight and thirty successive 
years. 

The Prince Regent, grand-son of the 
late King of Ava, succeeded him, and 
ascended the throne on the Oth, and on 
the 7th, the remains of the deceased king, 
{attended by his successors, with the 
Princes of T’auonoo, Prone, and others 
as chief mourners,) were with solemn 
ceremony and grandeur, placed on the 
funeral pile, composed of sandal-wood, 
and various other odoriferous combusti- 
bles. The torch was applied to this by 
the hands of the Princes, aud the mourn- 
ers occasionally poured out costly oils 
on the fuel until the corpse was totally 
consumed ! when the ashes were care- 
fully collected together, put in an urn 
and deposited ina Royal Cemetry, as a 
relict for the future veneration of his de- 
ceased Majesty’s descendants and rela- 
tives. 

After performing the solemn functions 
of a chief mourner, and closing the funer- 
al rites of his deceased predecessor, his 
Majesty’s next care was to direct his at- 
tention towards the security of his do- 
minions, to prevent the Jeast commotian, 
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and to preserve the tranquility and wel- 
fare of his subjects ; to aflect which it 
was thought necessary for him to adopt 
immediate arbitrary measures. Haying 
abundant reason to fear his own brothe 
the Prince of Tauonoo, (whose darine 
and violent spirit led him to form the de 
sign of seizing on the throne, ) his Majes- 
ty ordered him to be arrested, together 
with the whole of his children, grand- 
children, and the rest of his family, and 
on the 10ththey were put into red bags, 
or sacks, and thrown into the sea !/— 
an honorable mode of death reserved by 
the laws and customs of the country, fcr 
the royal descendants only !/ / 

The Prince Prone, the uncle of his 
present majesty, who was leagued in the 
treasonable confederacy, was also appre- 
hended ; andthe king, after torturing 
him, and crushing his bones on the rack, 
committed him to close confinement, 
where it is said he was strangled on 
the 12th. 

On the 13th, the Prince Leh-gain, 
whose eldest brother Mohe-ning, is the 
present son-in-law of the viceroy of Rai - 
goon, was also executed as one of the 
conspirators. On the 8th, one of the 
Prime Ministers, together with the Gov- 
ernor of the Western Provinces, Allor’- 
woon, were punished with death for the 
same crime. 

The number of the principal person- 
ages attached to the cause and iuterests 
of the late unhappy Princes, who suffer- 
ed death for their attachment to them, it 
is said to be about fourteen hundred, and 
it is confidently believed that from ten 
to fifteen thousand men of the lowest 
class, have shared the same fate! 

The property of the Prince ‘Tauonoc, 
which has been by the royal authori y 
confiscated, subsequent to his death, a- 
mounted in gold, silver, diamonds, jew- 
els, and other valuable articles, to about 
one million and four hundred thousand 
Ticals of flowered silver, equal to one 
million cight hundred and forty-eight 
thousand Sicca rupees! ‘The property 
ct the Prince of Prone, which is suppo- 
sed to have been considerably more in 
value than that of the Prince of Tauo- 
noo, has been also confiscated ; though 
by an order of the king, it is promised to 
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be distributed among his Majesty’s ar- 
aay! whose fidelity has enabled him to 
carry his bloody purposes mto execu- 
tion ! 

The present Sovereign of Burmah, is 
represented to be about five and thirty 
years of age, ofa mild disposition; tem- 
perate in many respects ; just to all ; of 
a most liberal mind, and possessing ma- 
ny other good qualifications, which en- 
dear him to the bosoms of his subjects, 
who esteem him to adoration ! 





CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
21ST ANNUAL NARRATIVE. 
Friends and Brethren, 

A few reports of service performed in 
the earlier, as wel] as later parts of 1818, 
were not received in season for acknowl- 
edgment in the last annua] narrative. 
The Trustees are constrained to fix their 
eyes upon a frontier already extended 
several thousand miles, and annually en- 
larging. So greatis the distance, that a 
‘number of weeks-——perhaps of months— 
must elapse, after the journals are pre- 
pared, before they canarrive, It is al- 
so a frequent fact, that the time of la- 
bour, allotted in a missionary commis- 
sion, inclutles the close of one year and 
the beginning of the next. Such jour- 
nals of service, whether performed in 
districts comparatively near or remote, 
must embrace a part of two years. It 
will be readily perceived, therefore, that 
the narrative of a given year must, of ne- 
cessity, comprehend, in some instances, 
a portion of the preceding. It will be 
equally obvious, that they cannot exhi- 
bit an account of services rendered du- 
ring the closing weeks of the year to 
which they principally refer. 

It is, however, their uniform purpose 
to communicate, by the earliest in their 
power, an exact outline of all the servi- 
ces performed under their direction.— 
They both wish and rejoice to publish a 
complete view of their exertions, togeth- 
er with the interesting results, as far as 
‘these can be known upon earth. 

Numerous are those friends of Christ, 
svho, by their prayers and their proper- 
ty, have come ‘to the help of the Lord” 
in this divine cause. It is with no orai- 
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nary pleasure, that the Trustees make 
known to them, and to the public at 
large, the manner in which their benev- 
olent offerings are applied. ‘Those mis- 
sionaries, who are erployed under com- 
missions of recent date, cannot have 
transmitted journals seasonably for no- 
tice in this publication. An account of 
them may, cunsequently, be looked for 
in the next. 

The present narrative recounts the. 
labours of thirty-one missionaries. Ac- 
cording to appointment, their duties 
have been discharged in the States of 
Vermont, New-York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana, and in the Territory of Mis- 
souri. “The Trustees commence their 
present narrative with a statement of la- 
bours in the northern section of the vast 
missionary field. ‘Thence they will pro- 
ceed westerly and southerly, guided 
chiefly by the course of the frontier line, 
until they shali have reached the most 
distant settlements to which they were 
able, the last year, to send the blessing 
of a preached gospel, 


VERMONT. 


In this service, the Rev. John Law: 
ton spent thirty-two weeks. He labour- 
ed, the principal part of that time, in 
the counties of Windsor, Caledonia and 
Orleans. In seyeral ofthe towns which 
he visited, the Lord’s work had been 
powerful. He found numbers very 
deeply impressed with a sense of their 
sinfulness. Some also were rejoicing 
in peace of mind ; trusting, that they 
were reconciled to God, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant. Indi- 
viduals met him in the spirit of open 
and bitter hostility to the gospel. He 
was much affected by observing a de- 
plorable want of intelligent, correct aud 
faithful ministers. Souls, convinced and 
anxious, had none to guide them in safe- 
ty. To him it seemed as if no regions 
of the globe could be more decidedly the 
suitable objects of assistance by mission- 
ary societies, than several of the settle- 
ments in which he preached, attended 
conferences, and administered ordinan- 
ces. He exerted himself to promote the 
Sabbath school jnstitutions, and. he 
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thought he saw proof that the results 
were remarkably happy. In some in- 
stancesithe instructors themselves appear- 
ed to experience effects in the highest 
degree salutary. Persons who began to 
teach in those schools, without any cor- 
dial affection for divine ‘trath, were made 
experimentally certain, that the word of 
God is the sword of the Spirit. 

In the more central and southern parts 
of the State, the Rev. Justin Parsons la- 
boured twenty-six weeks. He was ac- 
tive and zealous in establishing and 
maintaining Sabbath schools. He at- 
tended them diligently himself; and, 
though every anticipated benefit was 
not realized, he saw much good result 
from their operation. C hildren and 
youth became better acquainted with 
the holy scriptures. ‘Their respect for 
the Sabbath was increased. Their gen- 
eral demeanour, on that sacred day, was 
improved. 
the rising generation, where such schools 
were supported, was much better in the 
view of considerate and serious people. 
In one instance there was pleasing evi- 
dence of saving conversion. Numbers, 
however, in several places, conceived 
the most unfounded and even malignant 
prejudices against those schools—per- 
suading themselves to believe, or at 


least to say, that they were engines of 


party policy and craft—and, by such 
wretched pretences, greatly pee dd 
their salutary progress. On the subject 
of religion, pious people had many and 
severe ‘trials. Errors, pleasing to the 
unrenewed heart, were industriously pro- 
pagated, and by numbers, eagerly em- 
braced. Nevertheless, he was convinc- 
ed, that, on the whole, 
Christ was advancing. The distinguish- 
ing truths of the gospel were more exten- 
sively believed. Amidst much sur- 
rounding darkness he found no smal} 
cause of encouragement and gratitude. 
NEW-YORK. 

The Rev. Simeon Suow was employ- 
ed twenty-six weeks, cheifly in the coun- 
ties of Oneida, Otsego and Delaware. 

The people in those parts were much di- 
vided by sectarian prejudices. Not- 
withstanding this unpleasant fact, he 
found. in most of the settlements which 
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he visited, numbers that were hungry for 
the bread of life. Several towns were fa- 
voured with special and powerful reviv- 
als. There was an allecting want ofeva" 

gelical teachers. ‘The Missionary Societ y 
of Connecticut had, for many years 

sent them ministers, and done them mvet 
good. This benevolent kindness ha! 
been uniform!y received and acknow]l- 
edged with fervent gratitude. Ut had 
been apparently instrumental of salva- 
tion to many souls. Such assistance 
they continued to need, and earnestly to 
request—their churches being (ceble, and 
their congregations gener ally small. 

The Rev. Eleazar Fairbanks was 
twenty-two weeks in the Holland Pur- 
chase, and in the county of Ontario. 
Many of the settlements afforded much 
that was encouraging. Churches, des- 
titute of Pastors, were constant in the 
maintenance of meetings for worship and 
instruction on the Sabbath. Stated sea- 
sons of prayer, at other times, were ob- 
served. In one settlement a Sabbath 
school anda ‘Tract Society had been es- 

tablished, and their prospects of accom- 
plishing ‘ether good were animating. 
Some gross and dangerous errors, pure 
alarmingly prevalent appeared to be los 
ing their influence. In a few places he 
found an unusual seriousness, and con- 
verts were added to the churches. 

At Lewiston, on the western borde 
ofthe same Purchase, the Rev. Davi! 
M. Smith has a pastoral charge. A part 
of his time is spent in missionary service. 
The population of that district is already 
numerous, and is rapidly increasin. 
Well informed and able ministers ar: 
few. Multitudes of the people seem to 
have little or no sensibility on the solemn: 
subject of their guilt in the sight of God, 
and their need of salvation. W hen thie 
small number of praying people eve 
been cheered with the prospe cts and 
hopes of a revival, a sectarian spirit, wi- 
der the impulse of ignorance and a pas- 
sionate zeal for prosclyting, has griev- 
ously disappointed their plea ising exper- 
tations. Faithfu! missionaries are great- 
ly needed and carnestly ealled for by 
the condition and wauts of the inhabit- 
ants. Sabbath schools were established 
in some of the villages, and appeared to 
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be laying a foundation for durable im- 
provement. In multitudes there was, 
indeed, a deplorable indifference on sub- 
jects infinitely important, and sectarian 
zeal, about things of inferior value, un- 
happily prevented union among the 
thcughtful. Still, it was manifest, that 
the. public sentiment was gradually be- 
coming more favourable to religious in- 
stitutions, and toa system of instruction 
strictly evangelical ; and true ministers 
of Jesus Christ would find, in that re- 
gion, a very wide and inviting field for 
usefulness. 

The Rev. John F. Bliss has a pasto- 
ral charge in Murray, county of Genes- 
see. He was employed sixteen weeks, 
chiefly in that county. In former mis- 
sionary excursions he had acquired an 
extensive acquaintance with the settle- 
ments and the people. He was receiv- 
ed with great cordiality in every place 
that he visited. The inhabitants of ma- 
ny towns were now generally attentive 
to preaching, when opportuniiies were 
enjoyed. He often had crowded as- 
semblies, and he found it easy and 
delightful to speak to them about 
their salvation. Through the whole pe- 
riod, he delivered from seven to ten ser- 
mons ina week. Numbers, in various 
places, were subjects of serious impres- 
sions. But these statements were rot, 
all of them applicable to every section. 
The country, through an extensive range 
on each side of the Ridge, was full of 
people, but, in a spiritual view, deplo- 
bly destitute and desolate. ‘There were 
thirty-four churches in the county and 
only twelve pastors. Sectarian bigotry 
divided the people, and, consequently, 
rendered them weak. Able ministers 
would be of incalculable use in strength- 
ening the feeble, and thus laying founda- 
tions for the permanent enjoyment of 
evangelical privileges. 

It may be remembered, that the Rev. 
John Spencer has, many years, been 
wholly devoted to missionary employ- 
ment inthe Holland Purchase, especial- 
Jy in the western and southern parts, and 
the surrounding settlements. During 
the last year, he travelled twenty-seven 

undred miles, delivered three hundred 
and seventy-one sermons, admitted num- 
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bers to the fellowship of the churches 
often administered baptism and the 
Lord’s supper, and with great diligence 
attended to the laborious duties of a mis- 
sionary and minister of the gospel. He 
was the happy witness of revivals in 
two settlements. Worshipping assem. 
blies were generally increasing. The 
people, in many places, were exertin 
themselves more than formerly for the 
support and enjoyment of Christian in- 
stitutions and the means of salvation, 
Professors of religion, with few excep- 
tions, appeared to walk in love, and to 
adorn the doctrines of God our Saviour. 
The state of Society, for a number of 
years, has been gradually amelierating. 
Amidst numerous scenes that were un- 
pleasant and trying, he found many en- 
couragements. He has long lamented 
very feelingly and deeply the want of 
good and faithful ministers in that ex- 
tensive portion of the Redeemer’s vine- 
yard. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

In difierent periods of the year 1818, 
the Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury laboured 
twenty-five weeks as a missionary. His 
pastoral charge is in Hartford, county of 
Susquehanna. He spent several weeks 
in the county of Broome, State of New- 
York and bordering on Pennsylvania. 
The greater part of his labours, howev- 
er, was in the counties of Susquehanna, 
Wayne, Luzerne, and. Bradford. In 
some places iniquity abounded, and the 
love of many seemed to have waxen 
cold. In several others he witnessed 
special revivals of religion. He was of- 
ten struck with evidence, that the Lord 
had very graciously regarded missionary 
labours. ‘They were made instrumen- 
tal in promoting sobriety and social or- 
der. Nor could he doubt, that they had 
been means in the divine hand of bring- 
ing many sinners to repentance, and par- 
don, and life eternal. A great increase 
of these Jabours was needed and impor- 
tunately requested. Generally in the 
places which he visited, the meetings 
were more full and solemn, than in any 
preceding year. Appearances were thus 
highly encouraging to continued and 
augmented exertions in this heavenfv 
cause. 
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The Rev- M. Minor York has a pas- 
toral charge in Wysox, couuty of Sus- 
quehanna. His travels and labours 
were, 4 considerable part oj them, over 
the same ground and in the same places 
with those of Mr. Kingsbury. He spent 
about thirty-two weeks in missionary 
grvice. In this amount of time, how- 
ever, the latter months of the year be- 
fore are included. He found a general, 
though not a universal desire to attend 
the preaching of the gospel. Several re- 
rivals of attention to religion filled him 
with solicitude and joy. Numbers were 
anxiously inquiring the way to ‘Zion. 
Others were rejoicing, there was reason 
te hope, in that divine peace which is in- 
separable from true repentance, and 
which “ passeth all understanding.” 

The Rev. Oliver Hill was employed 
uineteen weeks in the counties of Sus- 
guehanna, Bradford and Luzerne, and 
in the adjacent county of Broome, State 
of New-York. He felt more sensible 
than ever of the difficulties which inevita- 
bly attend the inhabitants of new settle- 
ments, especially on ‘the great subjects 
ef edueation, morality and religion. Dis- 
cordant opinions among those who pro- 
fessed to feel the importance of these 
subjects, and deadly heresies adopted by 
many others, were evils extensively pre- 
valent. They tended to weaken the 
hands and discourage the hearts of mis- 
sionaries. Numereus, on the other hand 
were the encouraging and animating 

cireumstances. While, to the spiritual 
eye, that large extent of country exhibit- 
ed proofs; not a few, of desolation, num- 
bers of people might be found, who lov- 
ed Zion and her glorious king. They 
prayed for the prosperity of Jerusalem. 
They gratefully rejoiced in that Chris- 
tian benevolence which sent them mis- 
sionary aid. With rmuch feeling and 
earnestness they solicited the continuance 
of this kindness—hoping and praying 
for the arrival of faithfal ministers sent 
by the pious liberality of the Redeemer’s 
itiends in the older, and, for the present, 
more favoured settlements. tn a num- 
her of instances, lie ivund precious evi- 
dences of the Lord’s gracious work man- 
ifested in revivals of religion, and in hope- 
“il conversions. 

Te be continued 
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LETTER FROM MR. KINGSBURY. 


The following letter was written to a gentle- 
manin New England, who hed subscribed 
$80 a year for the suj:port of a Choctow boy, 
and as much for a Choctaw girl, to be educated 
in the family of Mr. Kingsbury. 


Chociaw Nation, Nov. 29, 1819 
Very Dear dir, 

I received your letter of last spring 
by Mr. Fisk, accompanied by the pres- 
ents for myself and Mrs. Kingsbury, 
which reminded me of past favors, in- 
creased my obligations, and called 
forth our warmest gratitude. 

I know not what you will think of 
my long neglect of writing: and it 
might be useless to attemptdn apolo- 
gy. Mrs. K. and myself especiaiiy, 
and the missionaries generally, are 
deeply sensible of the honcr, and of 
the privilege conferred on us, by your 
generous donation, for the support of 
two children in cur family. We have 
not vet taken any measures on this 
subject, as we wish for more. definite 
instructions on several points, I write 
while absent from home, and cannot 
recur to your letter; but, if my memo- 
ry serves me, you did not mention the 
names or the ages of the children you 
wished to have selected; or whether 


you would prefer to have them ful}> 


blooded Choctaws, or half breeds. 

One cause of my delaying to write 
was a wish to see suel scholars in the 
school, asit would be suitable to seleet 
forsuch an object. That time has now 
arrived. We have many lovely clild- 
ren in our school, but most of the par- 
ents are able to contribute towards the 
support of their children. Ihave been 
looking for the children of poverty, to 
be beneficiaries of your bounty. Such 
are now in the school, both male and 
female. 

We have a fine little boy, about 6 
vears old, a quarter blooded Choctaw, 
who, I think, very much resembles 
your children. Yousmile; buat las- 
sure you our scholars are not those 
dirty filthy savages, whom you ima- 
gine. ‘They are pretty children; and 
no person can help feeling an affec- 
tion for them. I know yourself, Mrs. 
, and he dear little ones, would 
love them, if they were in your family. 


Pieuse to write ine by the first opper- 
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tunity, and let me know whether you 
wish them to be full or half blooded 
Choctaws; of whatage; what you will 
have thein called; and other particu- 
Jars. 

We are greatly encouraged with 
our prospects of usefulness among this 
people, | am now on a tour throagh the 
nation, for the purpose of making ar- 
rangements for establishing another 
school. 1 have been told within a few 
days, that there are probably a thou- 
sand children in the Choctaw nation 
who would be immediately sext to 
school, if there were schools to receive 
them. We have pushed eur system 
of industry among our scholars at El- 
liot, as some would think almost to an 
extreme. But it is no ebjection with 
the Choctaws: they like it the better. 
At present, we have 54 scholars. No 
one has yetleft us; and I thinkit would 
be difficult to get one of them away. 
Seventy-seven persons Compose our 
stated family. In short, the nation is 
ripe for receiving Christian instruction 
and civilization. 

As yet, we can hardly say, that the 
Gospel has been blessed to any soul. 
We have a trembling hope that one 
woman has been converted tothe truth. 
! look forward with pleasure to the ar- 
rival of brother Wright. One or two 
more missionaries are much needed 
and many more pious labourers and 
mechanics. How much many good 
people ace losing by restraining their 
benevolent feelings, and not expending 
them in exertions for the good of oth- 
ers. You, dear sir, I believe, kuow 
the rich reward of these who serve the 
Lord Jesus, and desire to promote the 
best interest of their fellow creatures. 

Your brother in the Gospel, 

C. Kinesvry. 





From the Methodist Magazine. 
METHODIST TRACT SOCIETY. 
fxtracis from the Report of the Com- 

mitiee appointed by the Methodise 

Tract Society in New-York, for the 

distribution of Tracts. 

The New-York [Hospital opens an 
extensive fie'd for usefulness. ‘Though- 
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health is one of the greatest of tempo 
ral biessings, yet the eant of itis nof 
without its use; it induces us to resign 
our worldly hopes; and serves to de- 
tatch usfrom aplace, where we are to 
have so shortand uncertain aresidence. 
To thefinmates of this charitable in- 
stitution, your tracts were welcome. 

As all printed or written communi- 

cations are subjected to the inspection 
of the keeper of the State prison, we 
left our tracts with him, with assurane- 
es that they should be read and distri. 
buted. We also presented a parcel to 
each of the Turokeys, and requested 
Brother Covel, who was to preach in 
the prison the ensuing Sabbath, to give 
them an introduction from the pulpit 
there. Institutions consecrated to 
charity, command the admiration of 
mankind. The Orphan Asylum at 
Greenwich, under the direction of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mc Farlan, cherishing with- 
ip its walls, one bundred and thirty 
fatherless and motherless children, fed, 
clothed, educated, and apparently hap- 
py, presented an assemblage interesting 
to the eye, and moving to the heart of 
humanity; they are taught the fear of 
God—to repeat portions of Scripture, 
sacred music, reading, writing, and 
cyphering. This institution was long 
the object of the pious exertions of 
Mrs. Graham, and her surviving col- 
league, Mrs. Hoffman. 

Of all institutions in America, the 
Alms-House deserves notice: it af- 
fords an extensive field for the distri- 
bution of tracts ; it contains within its 
walls 2000 paupers and 300 convicts, 
besides a male and female school, and 
various manufactories. To the.cour- 
tesy of the superintendents, Mr. Fur- 
man and Mr Hoogland, we feel ex- 
tremely grateful in granting us fall 
ingress and egress to the institution, in 
which your committee have spent 
twelve half days, during which we 
adopted the usual! pian of visiting each 
apartment, of which there are about 
SU; presenting its inmates with an as- 
sorted parcel of Tracts accompanied 
with an address, assuring them of the 
necessity of religion, the awfulness of 
death, anda day of judgment. We 
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also meet with a few professors, and a 
Methodist class of eighteen, some Bi- 
bles, and tracts left by the Friends. 
The female school attached to this in- 
stitution consists of 120 little girls, un- 
der the instruction of Mrs, Fairburn; 
they are taught reading, writing and 
arithmetic, amoug which are 16 Tes 
tament readers, and 48 spellers. The 
male school under two superintend- 
ents consists of 200 scholars, who are 
‘taught reading, writing and arihme- 


Your Committee cannot close this 
Report, without recording a tribute of 
praise to God, not only in directing 
and opening their way, im the distri- 
bution ef these litile messengers, but 
also for the preaching of the Gospel 
at Governor’s Island, and an invitation 
at Bedlow’s Island. At ali the above 
places your committee were invariably 
solicited to renew their visits, A few 
instances among many which shew 
the utility of tracts, and which fell un- 
der the immediate observation of one 
of your Committee, may be inserted 
here. A pious young woman, at ser- 
vice, became, unsolicited, a subscriber 
to this institution: delighting in an up- 
portunity to do good, she immediately 
carried Fraet No. 29 to one of her 
acquaintance, which produced keen 
conviytion, and, it is hoped will eud in 
a thoreueh conversion. May the ex- 
ample of this young woman, who was 
euabled, by appropriating ouly eight 
pence a month from her annual wages, 
to hecome a subseriber, inspire others 
io go and do likewise. 

Brother Deforest presented No. 25 
io a dance:, afier a night passed m 
revelling, in whieli he tad spent six 
dollars: he was mech allected oa 
reading it, and declased he would ne- 
vey go to another bali. [fe then pre- 
sented him with No. 9, and be deciar- 
ed he would never swear again. Serme 
time after one of his companions m- 
vited him te attend a bail, which he 
éeclined, presentity him the two Wacts 
fo rend and refleet. 

Tract No. $Y was presented to aa ap- 
prentice ‘boy, which eihected bis re- 
-ONgmalion as at res; ects swearing: 
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Note the facility with which siu may 
be reproved, through the medium of 
tracts. A person standing on one end eft” 
the Battery, heard horrid impreca- 
tions from the other ead, procediag 
from a number of sailors ; Le (ispateh- 
ed a ilitle boy with No 9, which was 
received by one of them and iead to 
the others. Your Commitiee have 
reason, in the emphatical language 
and fervent spirit of Paul, to go on 
thanking God, and take courage. 





Copy of a letter to the Rev. James 
Quinn, dated Cincinnatti, December 
9, 1819. 


Dear Brother,—Through divine 
mercy I have just reached home, al- 
ter an absenee of about sevea weeks, 
during which time I have had gol 
meetings in general; but none so good 
as at Chatles-Town, on the Great 
Kenhawa. There has been about 
seventy added to our church in_ this 
new circuit sinee Conference, This in- 
cludes a part of Masonand and Kenha- 
wa counties, Virginia, and is called Big 
Kenhawa_ circuit—Brother Francis 
Wilson, who travels on this clicuit, : 
states as follews :—“ About the boty 
of October, | commenced preaching 
in Charlestown, and five joined socie- 
ty. Tuesday following seven: and 
pear this, on a funeral occasion twen- 
ty joined. Ou a_creek, seventeen 
miles from this, twelve have been ad. 
ded, and in the Salt Works twelve. 
Since the above, in Charles-town and 
its vicinity fifteen have been adided, 
aud in various pats of the cireui: 
there has been considerable increase.’’ 
At the first quarterly meeting fifteen 
adulis and infants were bapt.zed. 

Our second quarterly meeting com 
menced in Chailes-‘Town, on the 20:13 
November. Ow Saturday alternve 
und night about iwo hundred ard fifty 
attended. On Surday moimiog we 
had a very profitable love feast; at 
eleven o'clock about five Hundied 
people attended preaching and sacs 
ment wiih great solemnity, and tears 
ef joy and sy:ro8 were inieg'ed with 
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shouts of praise: five joined society. 
Monday night I preached in the Salt- 
Works, to.a crouded audience of at- 
tentive hearers. Tuesday night I re- 
turned to Charles-'Town, and preach- 
ed at Mr. Watson’s, to a large assem- 
bly, I mean for the mountains of Vir- 
ginia, It is remarkable that I bap- 
tized sixty-one adults and infants dur- 
ing this quarterly meeting. 

Brother Wilson informed me that a 
little boy about ten years old experi- 
enced religion, and went to lodge with 
an uncle of his by the name of Caven- 
der : when bed-time came on, the boy, 
seeing the family about to retire, said, 
‘Uncle, are you not going to pray with 
us?? § Why, child,’ said he, ‘I cannot 
pray; I never prayed in my. life?’ 
* Well,’ said he, ‘if you will all kneel 
down, I will pray for you.? They did 
so, and while he was praying the old 
gentleman, sixty years of age, was a- 
wakened; and he, and a!imost the 
whole neighbonrhood, have since join- 
ed society. Isaw the boy myself, and 
he seems to possess the power of re- 
ligion. 

The following I received from bro- 
ther William Holman. A gentleman 
in county, Kentucky, owned a 
black man, who experienced religion, 
joined our society, and became a 
speaker among the coloured people. 
His master whipped him, to make him 
desist from serving the Lerd, and en- 
gaged the patrollers to whip him when- 
ever they caught him holding meet- 
ings. All thiswas unsuccessful. His 
master then procured a cow-skin, and 
tied him up, and told him he would kill 
him, except he would promise to de- 
sist from praying. He began, and 
when tired, said, “will you pray any 
more ?”’ “ Yes,” replied the black man. 
After becoming desperate in anger, 
and finding his cruelty unsuccessful, 
he cut the rope, and ordered the negro 
to quit the farm, and never return. 
He did so: but ina few hours after, 
his master was struck with a pain over 
his eye, and iu dreadful delirium he 
was quickly driven away in his wick- 
edness. I saw the man working in 
the streets in the town of Paris; the 
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heirs receieve his wages, and he ig 
faithful to God; but has not since re- 
turned to the farm. 
Yours, in love, 
ALEXANDER Cummins. 





THE JEWS. 


M. M. Noah, editor of the * Nation- 

al Advocate,” has presented a peti- 
tion to the Legislature, of New- York, 
oflering to purchase a tract of land, 
belonging to the State, known by the 
name of Grand Isiand. His object 1s 
to create a town or city thereon, “ to 
ve inhabited by a community of Jew- 
ish emigrants.” He mentions with 
painful emotions, the persecutions 
which the Jews have experienced in 
various parts of Europe, “ which he 
had hoped the lights of learning and 
civilization, had forever destroyed ;” 
and he means to use every effort to 
“ induce his co-religionaries in Europe, 
Asia and Africa, to emigrate to the 
United States,” to enjoy the blessings 
of equal liberty and law. 

He has taken measures to make 
known tothe Jews in Europe, the advan- 
tages which this country holds forth. 

Should he succeed in his applica- 
tion, he promises to bring to that isl- 
and, as settlers, “ manufacturers. me- 
chauics, artists, and such persons from 
Poland, as may be familiar with agri- 
culture, together with merchants and 
traders of capital.” 

Mr. Noah supposes there are up- 
wards of seven millions of Jews in the 
world—and should he succeed in his 
plan, “ it is smpossible to assign limits 
to the great beuefits which our coun- 
try may confidently anticipaie ;” par- 
ticularly the State of New-York.— 
Boston Gazette. 


INSTALLATION. 


On Wednesday, 26th January, 1820, the 
Rev. Daniel Clark late of Southbury, was in- 


stalled Pastorof the first Church and Congre.’- ~ 


gation in Amherst, Mass. Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Porter of Farmington. 
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